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Reversing the Stigma: Feline Leukemia

New changes at Nine Lives Thrift Shop!

Beautification Project

IN THIS ISSUE

well ventilated and are vastly better than
normal cat cages.

and other improvements. The movers and shakers pictured here are Robert Meeken, Barbara Autio, Emily Andrews, Joan McBurnie, John Smith, and Dick McGoldrick.

Go to our website to view available animals
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BEHIND THE SCENES:
Fostering Puppies

Very seldom do we get in puppies, and when we do
they get adopted quick! This year was a different story,
however. You may not know that we had a litter of
puppies for adoption this year, and that’s because this
litter was unusual from any we’ve had before.
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Someone reached out to us because they had a litter
of pups and one was pretty sick. They were not in our
contracted town but couldn’t get anyone else’s help.
There were 9 border collie/ pitty mixes, about 8 weeks
old, and appeared to have some skin issues and some
were acting lethargic. While originally diagnosed with
Puppy Strangles, it turned out that was the least of our problems.
During a regular vet day visit to the shelter, it was noticed that one of the pups’
jaws was looking quite large and abnormal. Our vet said, “I know what this is,
but I can’t think of the name” Well, Craniomandibular Osteopathy or ‘Lion’s
jaw’ is one of those things you learn about in vet school and move on since it is
uncommonly seen, especially in larger breed dogs.
“Craniomandibular osteopathy, also known as lion’s jaw, is a developmental
disease in dogs causing extensive bony changes in the mandible and skull. It is an
inherited disease and symptoms include firm swelling of the jaw, drooling, pain,
and difficulty eating. It usually occurs between the ages of 3 and 8 months, but
growth of lesions will usually stop around the age of one year, and possibly regress”.
Here we have this litter of wonderful, playful, gorgeous pups that cannot be
vaccinated or spayed/neutered until their symptoms clear…. It’s impossible
to get them the socialization that is so critical at this age because they cannot
be vaccinated, fixed and adopted out. We had to look for alternatives to them
growing up in the shelter since this disease won’t stop affecting them until they
stop growing. We started reaching out to people we knew or in our database
for a pup to see if they wanted to foster. We are NOT a shelter that has a large
foster base, especially for dogs, since we rarely foster out dogs. We were extremely
fortunate to be able to place all the pups in the litter with either foster-to-adopt
parents or foster parents so they could get the socialization and training that
they need. Our foster homes are working hard to teach these pups about life
and the world as much as possible! We had 4 pups that showed no signs of the
disease and were able to be adopted quickly, however most of the others still
have flare ups that cause them to be in pain. We work closely with our vets and
the families to help keep these pups comfortable until they are ready to officially
be adopted out. A huge thank you to all the foster parents who have stepped up
to make this unusual situation a success!
These pups may be out of the shelter, but when in foster we still provide the
medical care. Any donation towards medical care is greatly appreciated, and no
amount is too small. We are a small, private shelter that receives no funding
from the state and rely primarily on donations from the public.

FREEZING FOR A REASON

FEBRUARY 15 at Bridgton Winter Carnival
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Hi! We got your message from Friday checking in on Lucy. She is doing great! She’s settled right
in with our family and everyone is so happy. She is great with our kids and even sleeps in our sons’
room every night. So cute. The first week here she was a little sick to her stomach with diarrhea
which I think was just nerves, but she got over it and eats well now. We feel like we hit the jackpot
- she truly is a dream!
Hi, just wanted to send you our success story: Beau Bridges now weighs
94 lbs. according to our vet, he is in great shape and carries his weight well. He only eats his dog
food and a bit of cheese during cocktail hour and a little granola in the morning. He recently got
“skunked” but we are ok with it lol !! He actually decided he liked it and rolled in it again!! He
loves his home and us, so comfortable living here on the farm. We are so happy with him and he
is with us too. Best wishes to you all. We’ve had Beau two years! He has become such a wonderful
part of our family.

Annual Fundraisers

Every February during Bridgton Winter Carnival Week, we hold Freezing for a Reason polar plunge at Highland Lake in
Bridgton. Jumpers raise money and jump in the freezing lake to help the animals! Costumes are encouraged and prizes are
awarded in different categories. Jumpers also receive the much-coveted annual Freezing for a Reason Hooded sweatshirt.
Springtime (April/May) is our annual Drive Thru Rabies Clinic at Fryeburg Fairgrounds. Dogs and cats can come and
get a rabies vaccine for $10 without even getting out of the car! Fryeburg Veterinary Hospital veterinarians volunteer and
provide the vaccines for this fundraiser
September is our annual Golf and Tennis Tournament. Teams of 4 play a round of golf, get lunch and there are raffle
prizes! Tennis players play mixed open doubles w/consolation format, prizes and lunch.
End of September/beginning of October is Fryeburg Fair! We have a booth where we raffle off a quilt and sell various
Harvest Hills swag- usually t-shirts, etc. Stop by and visit- you’ll see pictures of our adoptable animals and get to talk to
our volunteers at the booth
Please keep an eye out on our Facebook page and website for more fundraisers throughout the year! Stone Mountain
Arts Center often has concerts that benefit Harvest Hills; previous years we have art shows, bowling and a 5K.

Memory Brick Paths

We have had this project on our radar for a while but it’s finally coming around. Our new memory path will be paved
with stones engraved with the names of the ones we love, whether they are still with us or have crossed the rainbow
bridge. The path will be across the parking lot from the shelter entrance, by the smaller socialization yards, and will be
accented with beautiful landscaping.
Order your brick today and preserve your pet’s name in stone.
Your brick will also help out the animals in need that we care
for year-round.

Size
4”x8”
8”x8”
12”x12”
3

Lines
3 lines
5 lines
6 lines

Cost
$75
$150
$200

Freezing for a Reason

Freezing for a Reason is happening on February 15th during the
Winter Carnival, hosted by the Greater Bridgton Lakes Region
Chamber of Commerce! Held at Highland Lake in Bridgton,
this is one of our largest yearly fundraisers, and it is ALWAYS a
great time! Jumpers who DARE will jump into the frigid waters
of Highland Lake, after raising money through pledges, to help
the animals. Jumpers, start your campaigns now.

Pet ID Tags . . . make great gifts!

Made right here at the shelter. No more waiting 4-6 weeks. On the tag you can put your pet’s name, your address and phone number. Let’s not
forget your pet should also be wearing a rabies tag and license (for dogs). These tags are a great way to help ensure your pet makes it home safely
if it becomes lost. Price per tag - $8.00.

PET TAG ORDER FORM
HEART
Lg. (Red)
Sm (Red/Purple/Pink)

CIRCLE		
Lg. (Black)		
BONE
Sm. (Black/Red)
Lg. (Black, Blue/Red)

QUANTITY

ROSSETTE
(Blue)

TYPE OF TAG

OVAL
Lg. (Orange)
PRICE /TAG

TOTAL

TOTAL
Name:

Phone Number

Address:
Information for tag (We’ll put as much info on as possible)
Side One:

Side Two:

Side One:

Side Two:

Make checks payable to HHAS, 1389 Bridgton Road, Fryeburg, ME 04037. Please include a self-addressed stamped envelope with your order.

